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Objectives:
1. Learn Coptic Alphabet and pronunciation rules,
2. Learn some Coptic vocabulary, and
3. Learn Lord Prayers.

Coptic Alphabet

Let’s review the Coptic alphabet we learned last year and learn a little bit more about the pronunciation.

A a B&
Alpha “A” Veeta
Pronounced “B” or “V”
B in names (e.g. Baciai) or end of words (e.g.
€e0vaB = Holy)
V in other cases (e.g. BAA= eye)
Sy AA
Gamma Delta
Pronounced G, Gh, N Pronounced D or Th (as in ‘the’)
G if followed by €, 1, H, ¥ e.g. TH = earth, D in proper names (e.g. AINA AANHIA AATIA)
asioc = Holy/Saint Th in other words (e.g. AldAKwN= deacon,
Gh if followed by a 0 w or consonants e.g. AWpON= present)
SaBpHA
N if followed by ¥ K % e.g. ATT€A0C
€e &
Eyy So-00
E asin ‘ten’ e.g. €60vaB The number 6 i.e. not a letter
7 Hu
Zeeta Eeta
Pronounced Z Pronounced ee as in ‘feet’ e.g. PH = Sun.
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Oe

Theeta
Pronounced ‘th’ as in ‘thanks” or t
Th (generally) e.g. 8€0TOKOC = mother of
God.
T if preceded by ¢ T @) e.g. "ceoINOvV!

11

Yota
Pronounced i as in ‘machine’
e.g. wicl = give birth
ory as in ‘yet’ e.g. IwT = father

Kk A A
Kappa Lavla
Pronounced K. e.g. kKa@ = pen. Pronounced L. e.g. Aac = tongue.
U » NN
Mey GCM” Ney ‘CN”
z.1 0o
Eksee “O0”
Pronounced “ex” e.g. Z0¥p = ring.
In Pp
Pee C(P” RO ‘6R9’
Cc I
Seema “C” Tav “T”
T« D
Epsilon Fey “F”
Pronounced ‘v’ if preceded by a or €
e.g. EVATTEAION = gospel
0% pronounced ‘ou’ as in ‘soup’
¢.g. €2,00% = day, M€TOVpO = kingdom.
‘ee’ as in ‘deep’ e.g. N¥N = now.
Xy &y
Key Epsee “eps”

Pronounced “K” in words of Egyptian origin
e.g. XHuI =Egypt

“Sh” or Kh” in words with Greek origin:

Sh if followed by €-1-H-v, e.g. xepe = hail
Kh if followed by a-0-w or consonants, e.g.
XPICTOC = Christ, XO0pocC = choir

e.g. PaAuoc = psalm.

Bw Oy
Oo (last Greek letter) Shai “Sh”
Long “O” e.g. pwai = man
9q b3
Fai “F” Khai “Kh”
&2 X x
Hori “H” Genga
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“J” as in “joy” if followed by € I H
e.g. XI1x = Hand.
“G” otherwise. e.g. X® = say, X0 = power,

AXT = watch
6" 0 ¥t
Cheema Tee
“Ch” e.g. "0 pouT = Dove. “Ti” e.g. cIf = plant.

* Now you have learned the 32 letters of the Coptic Alphabet. Note that the Alphabet has 24 consonants and
7 vowels (a-€-H-1-0-%-w) and 1 letter used as a number £.

Exercise:

Write the English pronunciation of the following Coptic words:
Toaw - Mipwwi - Ovpoum - SANZWOY - CNACAXI

Answers:
Tuav: Timav

Tipww: Piroomi
ovpouT: Ourompi
2aANxWwY: Hangoom
Elnaca\m: Efnacaji

Words for memorization
Those are some words that we use frequently in our liturgies and services.

Word Meaning
€eo0vaB Holy
A TOCTOAOC Apostle
UapTvpoc Martyr
A TTEAOC Angel
AJIAKON Deacon
Pbnovt God
\QZH?\ Pray
A gTwng He rose
Wovpr Censer
WHp Son
Jrmapeenoc The Virgin
IlimNevoa The spirit
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CwTHp

Savior

Kazi

Land or earth

PHowi

Heavens

Lord's Prayer

BeN Ppan uPIWT NEW TIYHP! New
MTINEVMA €60¥AB 0FNOTT NOYWT
AMHN.

APITEN NEMTIQA NXOC DEN OTYWET2MOT

Xe:

TMENIWT €THEN NIPHOVI
VAPETOTBO NXE TTEKPAN
VMAPECI NXE TEKMETOTPO

METELNAK MAPEYWWTII

wPpHT DeN The Ny 2IXEN TIKA
MENWIK NT€E PACT LHIC NAN 1doOoT
0702 (& NHETEPON NAN €BOA
VPpHT 2WN NTENYW EBOA
NNHETE OTON NTAN EPWOT
0702, MTTEPENTEN €D0TN ETIPACHOC
AAAA NA2MEN €BOARA TITETZWOT
deN TpIcTOC lHcowC TIENG oIC
X€ BWK TE
TueTovpo New Txou New TWOT
WA ENEZ AMHN.

In the name of the Father, the Son,
the Holy Spirit, One God Amen.

Make us worthy to pray thankfully:

Our Father who art in heaven
Hallowed by Thy name
Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive
Those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from the evil
In Christ Jesus our Lord
For Thine is
The kingdom, the power, and the glory

Forever, Amen.
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